
A SHORT HISTORY OF 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 

IFOR EVANS 

WITH ADDITIONAL MATERIAL BY 
BERNARD BERGONZI 

FOURTH REVISED 
AND ENLARGED 

EDITION 

PENGUIN BOOKS 

iPlEBAGGGiSCHE H8CKSGHULE 
8LSALLEH 



C O N T E N T S  

Acknowledgements 9 

Preface 11 

1 Before the Conquest 15 

2 English Poetry from Chaucer to John 
Donne 27 

3 English Poetry from Milton to William 
Blake 51 

4 The Romantic Poets 71 

5 English Poetry from Tennyson 96 
\ 

6 English Drama to Shakespeare 133 

7 Shakespeare 153 

8 English Drama from Shakespeare to 
Sheridan 169 

9 English Drama from Sheridan 190 

10 The English Novel to Defoe 211 

11 The English Novel from Richardson to 
Sir Walter Scott 222 

12 The English Novel from Dickens 244 

13 English Prose to the Eighteenth Century 296 

14 Modern English Prose 318 

15 Recent English Literature 352 

Index 381 


